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What’s an Apocalypse?  
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Where did this Apocalypse or Revelation come from?  

Read Revelation 1:1-3.  

 

 

 

 

 

How many revelations are in Revelation? 

Although many people call this book “Revelations,” it 

really is meant to be singular. Revelation contains many 

different pictures, but they are all part of one vision given 

to John. This is unlike other prophetic books of the Bible 

like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, or Daniel who had visions 

throughout their ministries. Those books have multiple 

revelations in that they receive more and different visions 

from God at other times. John in Revelation receives this 

one long revelation containing many different pictures. If 

we let God speak for himself, his words will influence the 

way we follow from one vision to another in Revelation. 

The way Jesus speaks through John prevents us from 

reading the seven visions like chapters in a novel – one in 

succession of another. John often notes the passing of 

time by saying “after this” or “then;” he is usually marking 

time that passed for him since his last vision. Only the 

content of the visions themselves can tell us if time 

passes from one vision to the next. Several visions picture 

the same time in history, but from different angles. 

Bible Quotes 

“Although John never directly 

quotes Scripture, he incorporates 

more than five hundred 

scriptural paraphrases and 

allusions into his visions. So the 

Revelation stands alongside—

not apart from or above—the 

rest of Scripture. As we begin 

studying it, we can be sure that 

this book will not introduce 

teachings that are foreign to the 

rest of God’s Word.” (People’s 

Bible Commentary) 

NOTES 
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How do you read Revelation?  

How do we know which statements in Revelation are symbolic and which are literal? If they 

are symbolic, how do we know what the symbols represent? We can't always know for sure. 

There are library shelves full of books with imaginative speculations and interpretations 

concerning the meaning of this material. However, by applying some basic rules, students 

can get a clearer understanding of Scripture in general. These rules are especially important 

when it comes to interpreting apocalyptic literature such as Revelation. Use the following 

information as a guide to a better understanding of how to read and comprehend Revelation. 

 

1) Use clear passages of Scripture to interpret, unclear passages.  

 

2) Recognize that prophetic visions mix, and even overlap, events that are near and far 

away in time.  

 

3) Don't take symbolic language literally.  

 

4) Don't take literal language symbolically.  

 

5) To decide what is meant in a passage that seems symbolic, look at how the same 

image is used other places.  
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What’s with the Numbers?  
In Revelation, as in much of the Bible, certain numbers keep appearing over and over again. 

People in biblical times used symbolic numbers to convey certain meanings, much as people 

do today. We would rather be considered a "10" than a "zero," and would rather be a "4.0" 

than "2nd" string or a "5th" wheel. In the Bible, and especially in Revelation, the following 

sums have important meanings: 

3 = The number of God (the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; the same 

yesterday, today, and forever) or evil trying to displace God through an unholy 

trinity. 

3 ½ =  The number of evil and brokenness (broken perfection - half the perfect number 

7); often used to describe an evil time, as in 3 ½ years, the equivalent of 42 months or 

1,260 days. 

4 =  The number of the earth (4 directions, 4 seasons, 4 corners of the earth, 4 living 

creatures, 4 winds of the earth, 4 sided Holy City, 4 sets of gates, 4 horsemen riding the 

earth, the 4 qualifiers of people - nation, tribe, people, and language). 

6 =  The number of evil, deception, and incompleteness (1 less than 7), and perhaps 

the number to represent humanity - created on the 6th day. Great evil is 666 (the 

number of evil or humankind trying to appear triune - like God). 

7 =  The number of completion and absolute perfection or holiness (7 days of 

creation, 7 days in a week, the 7th day devoted to worship), or the reunion of God 

with the earth (3+4) through a covenant of grace (God dealing with humans). 

10 =  The number of completion and perfection (10 fingers, 10 toes) brought about 

by God (3+7), including the cube of 10 (1,000) for absolute completion and perfection. 

12 =  The number representing God's people (12 tribes, 12 disciples), God at work on 

the earth (3x4), including multiples such as 12,000 and 144,000 for the church made 

complete. 
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Outline of Revelation 

Theme: Jesus assures our victory! 

 I. Introduction (1:1–11) 

A. Revelation from Jesus to John (1:1, 2) 

B. Blessings and greetings (1:3–5) 

C. Praise for the Savior (1:5–8) 

D. The occasion for writing (1:9–11) 

 II. Vision of the seven letters (1:12–3:22) 

A. Jesus wrote the letters (1:12–20) 

B. The first letter: to Ephesus (2:1–7) 

C. The second letter: to Smyrna (2:8–11) 

D. The third letter: to Pergamum (2:12–17) 

E. The fourth letter: to Thyatira (2:18–29) 

F. The fifth letter: to Sardis (3:1–6) 

G. The sixth letter: to Philadelphia (3:7–13) 

H. The seventh letter: to Laodicea (3:14–22) 

 III. Vision of the scroll (4:1–7:17) 

A. John approaches the throne (4:1–11) 

B. The Lamb receives the scroll (5:1–14) 

C. The Lamb opens the first four seals (6:1–8) 

1. The first seal: the white horse (6:1, 2) 

2. The second seal: the red horse (6:3, 4) 

3. The third seal: the black horse (6:5, 6) 

4. The fourth seal: the pale horse (6:7, 8) 

D. The Lamb opens the fifth seal: the souls under the altar (6:9–11) 

E. The Lamb opens the sixth seal: the end times (6:12–7:17) 

1. The last judgment (6:12–17) 

2. The 144,000 on earth (7:1–8) 

3. The great white host in heaven (7:9–17) 

 IV. Vision of the trumpets (8:1–11:19) 
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A. The Lamb opens the seventh seal: the vision of the trumpets (8:1) 

B. Seven angels with seven trumpets (8:2–5) 

C. Four angels sound their trumpets (8:6–12) 

D. Three angels sound the last trumpets (8:13–11:19) 

1. The fifth trumpet: the first woe (8:13–9:11) 

2. The sixth trumpet: the second woe (9:12–11:14) 

a. Army of the four angels (9:12–21) 

b. The angel with the small scroll (10:1–11) 

c. The two witnesses (11:1–13) 

3. The seventh trumpet: the third woe (11:14–19) 

 V. Vision of the seven visions (12:1–15:8) 

A. The first vision: the dragon and the child (12:1–13:1) 

B. The second vision: the beast from the sea (13:1–10) 

C. The third vision: the beast from the earth (13:11–18) 

D. The fourth vision: the 144,000 with the Lamb (14:1–5) 

E. The fifth vision: the three angels (14:6–13) 

F. The sixth vision: the harvest (14:14–20) 

 VI. Vision of the seven bowls of wrath containing the seven last plagues (15:1–16:21) 

A. The seventh vision: the seven angels with the seven plagues (15:1–8) 

B. The first five bowls (16:1–11) 

C. The sixth bowl: the battle of Armageddon (16:12–16) 

D. The seventh bowl: the end of the world (16:17–21) 

 VII. Vision of Christ and Antichrist (17:1–19:21) 

A. The great harlot (17:1–18) 

B. Babylon’s defeat (18:1–24) 

C. The church’s victory (19:1–21) 

1. The Lamb’s wedding supper (19:1–10) 

2. The rider on the white horse (19:11–21) 

 VIII. Vision of final victory (20:1–22:5) 

A. Satan’s final defeat (20:1–10) 

B. Jesus’ final judgment (20:11–15) 

C. Description of heaven (21:1–22:5) 

1. The new heaven and new earth (21:1–8) 

2. The new Jerusalem (21:9–27) 

3. The river of life (22:1–5) 

 IX. Conclusion (22:6–21) 

A. John and the angel (22:6–11) 

B. Jesus and John (22:12–19) 

C. Last word to the churches (22:20, 21) 
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Revelation 1:1-3 

Why did God have John record this revelation or apocalypse? (Also, c.f. Revelation 1:9-11) 

 

 

The Imagery Begins 

Read Revelation 1:4-20. Use the following words with definitions to determine meanings as 

you go through these sections.  

† seven spirits [or sevenfold Spirit] (1:4). The Holy Spirit, who is able to see, understand, 

and explain all truths (Zechariah 4:2-10; Isaiah 11:2; John 16:13-15; Revelation 4:5). 

† faithful witness (1:5). Jesus, who reveals the truth about Cod (John 8:18). 

† firstborn from the dead (1:5). Jesus is resurrected from the tomb so that we also will 

rise (Colossians 1:18). 

† ruler of the kings of the earth (1:5). Jesus has power over all earthly rulers (1 Timothy 6:14-

16). 

† coming with the clouds (1:7). Christ's returning to judge the living and the dead 

(Matthew 24:30; 1 Thessalonians 4:17). 

† Alpha and Omega (1:8). Jesus brings about the beginning and the end of the world, 

represented by the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet (Revelation 1:18; 21:6; 

22:13). 

† Lord's Day (1:10). Sunday, the day when Christians celebrate Christ's resurrection (Acts 

20:7). 

† in the Spirit (1:10). John was set free from the limits of time and space through the power 

of the Holy Spirit, taken out of the physical world to experience the spiritual world 

(Revelation 4:2; 17:3; 21:10). 
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† seven golden lampstands (1:12). The seven churches (Revelation 1:20). 

† white like wool. . . as snow (1:14). Indicates the wisdom, purity, and holiness of the 

presence of God (Daniel 7:9). 

† eyes like blazing fire (1:14). Intense, pure, and powerful—the eyes of God (Daniel 10:6; 

Revelation 2:18; 19:12). 

† feet like bronze glowing (1:15). Intense, pure, and strong, perhaps reminding readers of 

the two massive bronze pillars that framed the temple built by Solomon (2 Kings 25:17). 

† voice was like the sound of rushing waters (1:15). Loud, massive, and powerful—the voice of 

God (Ezekiel 1:24). 

† seven stars (1:16). Angels (Revelation 1:20). 

† His right hand (1:16). God's hand of justice and might upholds the angels of the seven 

churches, indicating that He is protecting them (Exodus 15:6). 

† double-edged sword (1:16). God's Word, with the power to judge and restore (Ephesians 

6:1 7; Hebrews 4:12). 

† face like the sun (1:16). Having the glory of God, blinding to the human eye (Revelation 

21:23). 

† Living One (1:18). Not a pagan, dead god, but a God who lives for all eternity (Joshua 

3:10; Psalm 42:2; 84:2). 

† Hades (1:18). The place of the dead, the Greek word for hell (Matthew 16:18). 

Comfort Food 

What comforts you about the imagery of Revelation chapter 1? What scares you?  

 

 

 

 

Simplify 

What is Revelation chapter 1 about?  
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Revelation 2:1-7 - To the Church in Ephesus  

What is something positive that Jesus said about this church?  

 

 

What is something negative that Jesus said about this church?  

 

 

What direction does Jesus give this church?  

 

 

Revelation 2:8-11 - To the Church in Smyrna  

What is something positive that Jesus said about this church?  

 

 

What is something negative that Jesus said about this church?  

 

 

What direction does Jesus give this church?  
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Revelation 2:12-17 - To the Church in Pergamum  

What is something positive that Jesus said about this 

church?  

 

 

 

What is something negative that Jesus said about this 

church?  

 

 

 

What direction does Jesus give this church?  

 

 

 

Revelation 2:18-29 - To the Church in Thyatira  

What is something positive that Jesus said about this 

church?  

 

 

 

What is something negative that Jesus said about this 

church?  

 

 

What direction does Jesus give this church?  

 

 

Revelation 3:1-6 - To the Church in Sardis  

What is something positive that Jesus said about this church?  

 

 

What is something negative that Jesus said about this church?  

 

 

What direction does Jesus give this church?  

 

 

White stone, name only known 

to the one who receives it… 

The white stone corresponds to 

the voting stones that juries in 

that part of the world used to 

arrive at their verdict. If they gave 

the judge a white stone, they 

indicated acquittal. They returned 

a guilty verdict by giving him a 

black stone. In the Bible a new 

name often signifies a new 

relationship with God. The white 

stone and the new name assure 

each believing heart that it has 

been declared innocent before 

God. (People’s Bible Commentary) 

 

Morning Star 

This word picture is explained in 

22:16. There Jesus says that he is 

“the bright Morning Star.” Thus 

this is a promise to give himself. 

The star is every blessing found in 

Christ: forgiveness, victory, 

authority to judge the nations, 

eternal life in the presence of God. 

(People’s Bible Commentary) 

 

NOTES 
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Revelation 3:7-13 - To the Church in Philadelphia  

What is something positive that Jesus said about this 

church?  

 

 

 

What is something negative that Jesus said about this 

church?  

 

 

 

What direction does Jesus give this church?  

 

 

 

Revelation 3:14-22 - To the Church in Laodicea  

What is something positive that Jesus said about this 

church?  

 

 

 

What is something negative that Jesus said about this 

church?  

 

 

 

What direction does Jesus give this church?  

 

 

 

Dear Light of the Valley 

What might Jesus have written down about Light of the Valley? What might he commend us 

for? What might he rebuke us for? What direction might he give us? 

  

Lukewarm 

If they were burning with 

dedication, there would be no 

question about the strength of 

their faith. “Cold” does not mean 

that Jesus wished they would lose 

what little faith they had. It means 

the cold heart of someone who 

never came to faith. If they were 

frozen in unbelief, they might, at 

least, welcome the warmth of the 

gospel in contrast to their 

condition. As it is, indifference has 

numbed their ability to respond to 

the truth of the gospel. 

“Lukewarm” means slightly 

heated. In this context it does not 

mean halfway between hot and 

cold. It actually means that their 

faith is declining from what it first 

was. They are on their way down, 

close to cold. Such lapsing faith is 

unpalatable to the Savior’s taste: “I 

am about to spit you out of my 

mouth” (verse 16). (People’s Bible 

Commentary) 

NOTES 
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Revelation 4-5 – What’s happening in heaven?  

In the first chapter of Revelation, John describes how Christ appeared to him in order to 

reveal His message of encouragement for the church. In the second and third chapters, John 

records specific messages Christ sends to seven congregations and, through the preserved 

message of Scripture, to all believers. Now, in the fourth and fifth chapters, the scene changes 

as John is taken up in the Spirit to heaven, where he is shown what's happening before God's 

throne.  

† door standing open in heaven (4:1). An opportunity for John to glimpse heaven 

and see the world as those in heaven do (Luke 1 3:23-25; Acts 14:27). 

† jasper. . . cornelian . . . emerald 

(4:3). God's glory is described in 

terms of the reflected beauty of 

precious stones because no one 

can bear to look at Cod's brilliance 

directly. The three stones are 

among those used to describe the 

foundations of the New Jerusalem, 

since paradise is built on God's 

glory (Revelation 21:19-20). 

† twenty-four eiders (4:4). All believers may be represented by the 12 tribes of Israel 

in the Old Testament and the 12 apostles of the New Testament. 

† crowns of gold (4:4). Represent victory, righteousness, and eternal life given to all 

believers who persevere in faith (2 Timothy 4:7-8; James 1:12). 

† lightning . . . thunder (4:5). Display the power and majesty of God in judgment 

(Exodus 9:23) and in warning (Exodus 19:16-17). God's voice is described as sounding 

like thunder (John 12:29-32). 
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† sea of glass, dear as crystal (4:6). An image of peace, beauty, and purity before 

God's throne; where the chaos, destruction, and evil of the world are stilled (Exodus 

24:9-10; Ezekiel 1:22). In front of the Jerusalem temple a large basin of water for ritual 

washing was known as the Sea (1 Kings 7:23-26). 

† four living creatures (4:6). Angelic beings who guard the heavenly throne, do God's 

bidding, and continually worship Him; similarly described by Ezekiel (1:5-10) and 

called seraphs by Isaiah (6:1-3). Their four faces may represent the noblest, strongest, 

wisest, and swiftest of all creation. In Christian art, the four creatures often represent 

the four Gospel writers: Matthew, the lion, who emphasizes Jesus as the Lion of 

Judah. The ox represents Luke, who emphasizes Jesus as the humble servant of all. 

The man portrays Mark, who emphasizes Jesus as God made man. The eagle is the 

symbol for John, who emphasizes Jesus as overcoming the world and seeing into 

the deep things of God. The creatures' wings are described by Isaiah as covering 

their eyes and feet while flying, suggesting that they do not consider themselves 

worthy to be exposed to God. 

† covered with eyes (4:6). Able to see everywhere at once, nothing escapes their 

attention (Ezekiel 1:18). 

† scroll (5:1). God's plan for history. The writing on both sides of a scroll was unusual, 

since writing on the outside vertical fibers of a papyrus scroll was more difficult than 

on the inside horizontal fibers. The image may have reminded readers of the stone 

tablets inscribed on both sides with the covenant law (Exodus 32:15). 

† sealed with seven seals (5:1). Completely secure and private, as letters—and Jesus' 

tomb (Matthew 27:65-66)—were sealed with wax so that no unauthorized person 

could open them and see inside. Under Roman civil law a person's last will and 

testament was sealed with seven seals. We do the same today when we seal things 

inside envelopes or lock them away in safes (Esther 8:8; Isaiah 29:11; Daniel 6:1 7). 

† Lion of the tribe of Judah (5:5). Christ, the Messiah, predicted in Genesis 49:9-10, 

where Judah's descendants are given the right to rule "until He comes to whom it 

belongs and the obedience of the nations is His." Jesus' mother, Mary, and 

stepfather, Joseph, were both of the tribe of Judah (Isaiah 11:1, 10; Luke 2:4). 

† Root of David (5:5). Christ, the Messiah, predicted in Isaiah 11:1 and identified in 

Romans 15:12 as an offshoot of David's father, Jesse. Through Mary and Joseph Jesus 

was a branch of Jesse and David's family tree, but Jesus was also their root, having 

created their ancestors. 



 
15 

† Lamb (5:6). Christ, the Messiah, represented as the perfect lamb, sacrificed for the 

sins of the world, as predicted in Isaiah 53:7 and identified in John 1:29; 1 Corinthians 

5:7; 1 Peter 1:18-19. 

† seven horns (5:6). Complete power and strength (Deuteronomy 33:1 7). 

† seven eyes (5:6). Complete intelligence and insight, the ability to see everything 

(Proverbs 15:3). 

† harp (5:8). A stringed instrument used to accompany the singing at God's throne 

(Revelation 14:2; 15:2-3). 

† incense (5:8). The prayers of the saints (Psalm 141:2). 

† new song (5:9). Praises sung by the redeemed, celebrating a new act of deliverance 

and blessing by God (Psalm 33:3; 96:1; 98:1; 144:9; Isaiah 42:10; Revelation 14:3). 

 
More Comfort Food 

There are certainly some scary or intense imagery in these two chapters, but what images 

comfort you?  

 

 

 

 

Someone asks you, “What will heaven be like?” how could you answer them using Revelation 

4 & 5?  
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The Four Vision Cycle - What Future Does Revelation Forecast?  
Through John, Christ begins to reveal what all people will endure before the world ends. The 

main body of this revelation consists of four cycles of events, each leading up to God's 

judgment. Three of the cycles are easily outlined as a series of seven events each: a scroll 

with seven seals broken open (6:1-8:5), seven warning trumpets blown (8:6-11:19), and 

seven bowls of judgment poured out (15:1-16:21). The third cycle, a vision of warfare in 

heaven (12:1-14:20), can also be grouped into seven events. This vision introduces figures 

to describe what will happen after Judgment Day. In each set of seven, God reassures or 

blesses his people during an interlude between the sixth and seventh events. 

 

A common mistake in studying these sections of Scripture is to read them as a linear 

sequence of events: seven seals, followed by seven trumpets, followed by warfare in heaven, 

followed by seven plagues of judgment. Although the visions do flow one into the next, their 

organization in sets of seven and their common conclusion with God's judgment are clues 

that each set is complete in and of itself. Each vision has a different way of telling the same 

story. Such repetition is common in Scripture - even when God reveals the future. (c.f. 

Genesis 37:5-10; 41:17-32). 

 

The four visions are clearly cycles, each describing the same events in a different way, but 

which events are they describing? There are four basic approaches to interpreting the 

predictions of Revelation, based on four different assumptions as to which events are being 

forecast: 

 

Preterists assume that the visions all describe events that have already 

taken place starting during the Roman persecution of first-century Christians 

and the decline of Rome that followed. 

 

Futurists assume that the visions all describe events that have not yet 

happened, though persecutions and disasters during the Roman Empire 

gave a preview of struggles to come at the end of the world. 
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Historicists assume that the visions describe various events in church 

history from Christ's first coming to His return - some fulfilled in the days of 

Rome and others still to come in the future. 

 

Idealists assume that the visions don't deal with actual events but are 

symbolic portrayals of the timeless struggle between good and evil 

represented by the church (good) and Rome (evil). 

 

Christ Himself describes the revelation as concerning "what is now and what will take place 

later" (Revelation 1:19). Therefore the historicists' view seems to best reflect his intention, 

recognizing that past and future, actual and symbolic fulfillment can all overlap. Many 

prophecies concerning Christ's first coming had both present and future meanings. So it 

seems likely that prophecies concerning his return will be similar. The events described in 

Revelation are intended to encourage all believers - believers from the time of John until the 

Last Day - to trust in Christ, resist false teachers, spread the faith, and be prepared, no matter 

what may happen before His return. 

 

  

The Vision of the Scroll with Seven Seals (The First Cycle) 

Read Revelation 6:1 to 8:5. Use the following words with definitions to determine meanings 

as you go through these sections.  

† white horse and rider (6:2). Human conquest, appearing as a savior but resulting in 

oppression. 

† red horse and rider (6:4). War and bloodshed, inflicting the sword of judgment on 

humanity.  

† black horse and rider (6:5). Scarcity as food production is disrupted and trade is 

imbalanced as the wheat measurement is about 10x the normal price. 

† pale horse and rider (6:8). Death followed by the grave (Hades, place of the dead), 

afflicting a quarter of humanity at any given time by such means as violence, famine, 

plague, and animal attacks—the result of unchecked sinfulness. 

† white robe (6:11). Victory and purity through Christ's sacrifice (Revelation 7:9, 14). 
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† earthquake (6:12). The end of the world on the Judgment Day of the Lord, described 

also in Ezekiel 38:19; Joel 2:31; 3:14-16; Isaiah 13:9; Haggai 2:6; Matthew 24:29; Mark 

13:24-25. 

† wrath of the Lamb (6:16). Not the personal anger of God, but the reaction of His 

holiness against sin; God's rejection of those who reject Christ. 

 

† seal on the foreheads (7:3). Just as documents were sealed with wax, so all believers 

are identified and made secure to protect them in the judgment through Cod's 

recognition (Ephesians 4:30; 2 Timothy 2:19). 

† 144,000 (7:4). The number of absolute completion (10 x 10 x 10) multiplied by the 

number of God's people (12 x 12); clearly identified in Revelation 14:3 as all those 

"who had been redeemed from the earth." This is not literally Israel or even Jewish 

believers; note that the tribe of Manasseh, one of Joseph's sons, is included with 

Joseph, while the tribe of Dan (Genesis 49:1-28) is omitted, perhaps due to an 

association with idolatry (Judges 18:30). 

† multitude (7:9). Believers of all nations and languages stand before God because they 

remained faithful and are washed clean by Christ's sacrifice (Revelation 7:14). 

† palm branches (7:9). An ancient symbol of joy and victory (Leviticus 23:40; John 12:1 

3). 

† great tribulation (7:14). Troubles and persecutions of believers, especially leading up 

to the end of the world (Daniel 12:1; Mark 13:19). 



 
19 

† silence in heaven (8:1). A dramatic pause that builds anticipation and emphasizes the 

importance of what is to follow, as when people quiet down before a play or movie 

is about to begin. 

† censer (8:3). A container of burning coals used to burn incense, representing the 

storing of prayers (Revelation 8:5). 

† hurled it on the earth (8:5). The casting of the censer to earth, with thunder, lightning, 

and an earthquake. This event connects God's judgments on the earth with the 

prayers of His people for justice. 

Let Scripture interpret Scripture.  

Compare Revelation 6:1-17 with Matthew 24:3-14 to line up Christ’s clear, literal words with 

the symbolic images.  

 

 

 

 

How do you reconcile Revelation 7:4 with the 144,000 who were sealed and the great 

multitude of Revelation 7:9? (Also, don’t leave out Revelation 7:13-14.)  

 

 

 

 

Jesus said, “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that 

leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road 

that leads to life, and only a few find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14) Someone asks you, “Will only a 

few people get to heaven?” How would you answer them according to Revelation 7? 

 

 

 

 

What from Revelation 6:1-8:5 will you add to your description of what heaven will be like?  
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The Vision of the Trumpets (The Second Cycle) 

Read Revelation 8:6-11:19. Use the following words with definitions to determine meanings 

as you go through these sections.  

† trumpets (8:6). Loud instruments used to announce important events, sound 

warnings, and send signals during times of war (Numbers 10:9). 

† A third… (8:7ff). Why a third of things were destroyed is not clear, but what we can 

say is that none of these things brings total destruction. 

† Wormwood (8:11). A bitter plant, representing sorrow and disaster. 

† eagle (8:13). A sharp-sighted messenger of God, flying above the first four disasters 

(Isaiah 40:31). 

† Woe! (8:13). A prophetic warning of disaster that will cause grief (Matthew 23:1 3-

29). 

Hearing the Trumpets 

How do you see these signs unleashed by the first four trumpets today?  
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† star that had fallen (9:1). Satan. Stars represent angels in Revelation 1:20 and in 

Jewish tradition. Satan is a fallen angel, inhabiting the Abyss of hell and leading the 

demons. 

† Abyss (9:1). Hell, the place of the demons, represented by an almost bottomless pit 

(Luke 8:31). 

† locusts (9:3). Demons, represented by the terrible 

plague of insects that could cover a land and destroy 

all food (Joel 1:1-2:11). Instead of consuming 

vegetation, these locusts are given power to sting 

unbelievers. 

† five months (9:5). A temporary period, perhaps 

modeled on the life cycle of locusts (Revelation 9:10). 

† like crowns of gold (9:7). The appearance, but not the 

reality, of victory.  

† human faces (9:7). Having human intelligence and cunning.  

† women's hair (9:8). Having human beauty and attractiveness. 

† lions' teeth (9:8). Ferocity and savagery in attack (Joel 1:6). 

† breastplates of iron (9:9), Armor to protect from counterattack. 

† sound of. . . battle (9:9). Power to create fear even before striking. 

† tails and stings like scorpions (9:10). Inflicting severe pain; not necessarily fatal. 

† Abaddon and Apollyon (9:11). Both mean "destroyer," describing Satan's purpose. 

† horns of the golden altar (9:13). Projections resembling animal horns at the corners 

of the temple altars where those fleeing judgment could find mercy (1 Kings 1:50-

51). 

† four angels who are bound (9:14). Agents of God's judgment, evil angels who carry 

out evil and have to be “bound,” held back by God until the end of the world, when 

they will afflict unbelievers. The unbelievers’ fate is mentioned in verse 20. 
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† Euphrates (9:14). The longest river in western Asia, often marking the boundary 

between Israel and enemies to the east; perhaps represents a point from the 

beginning of the earth (Genesis 2:14). 

† two hundred million troops (9:16). A huge, nonspecific number of demons, "twenty 

thousands times ten thousands" in Greek, twice the "ten thousand times ten 

thousand" found elsewhere in Scripture (Daniel 7:10; Revelation 5:11). 

† horses and riders (9:17). Like the cavalry, a fast-moving and unstoppable army. 

† fiery red, dark blue, and yellow as sulfur (9:17). May refer to colors worn by Roman 

troops, or may indicate the riders' authority as the fire and sulfur of God's judgment. 

† heads of lions (9:17). Images of ferocity and savagery in attacking and killing. 

† fire, smoke and sulfur that came out of their mouths (9:18). Authority to produce 

devastation, death, and destruction as a sign of God's wrath. 

† tails were like snakes (9:19). Demonic power to injure those who escape being killed 

in a frontal attack. 

Demon Control 

Chapter 9 of Revelation spoke a lot about the demonic affliction to come as the end of the 

world draws nigh. It is a graphic warning to unbelievers, but what comfort does the believer 

have in this chapter?  

 

 

 

† robed in a cloud (10:1). Concealed by the same means God 

used to reveal His glory (Exodus 13:21; 14:19-20; 24:15-18; 

40:34-35; Numbers 9:15-23; Deuteronomy 31:15-16; Matthew 

24:30; Mark 1 3:26; Luke 21:27). 

† rainbow (10:1). Sign of God's promise to never again destroy 

the earth by flood (Genesis 9:15-16; Ezekiel 1:28). 

† Legs…like fiery pillars (10:1). A reminder of God's presence 

and protection in dark times, like the cloud and pillar of fire 

that led Israel in the desert (Exodus 13:21). 
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† little scroll (10:2). A limited revelation, but seen by the whole world (Revelation 10:9-

10). 

† right foot on the sea…left foot on the land (10:2). Having power over the whole world 

(Genesis 1:10; Psalm 95:5; Jonah 1:9; Revelation 7:1-2). 

† like the roar of a lion (10:3). Loud, authoritative, threatening (Proverbs 19:12; 20:2). 

† seven thunders (10:3). The sound of absolute divine judgment (Revelation 8:5; 11:19; 

16:18). 

† seal up (10:4). Delay speaking until the time is right (Daniel 8:26). We don’t get all 

the details right now. 

† take it and eat it (10:9). Grasp and fully digest (comprehend) the contents (Ezekiel 

3:1-3). 

† sweet as honey…stomach turned sour (10:10). The message will bring delight to those 

who receive the message by faith (Ezekiel 3:1-3), but when we try to digest the truth 

of the gospel, that is, put it into practice in a wicked world, we experience bitterness 

(Job 20:12-14). 

Sweet & Sour 

How have you experienced the bittersweet gospel as portrayed in verses 9 & 10?  

 

 

 

† measure the temple (11:1). God's promise to rebuild His relationship with humanity 

and restore perfect worship is so certain it already can be described in detail and 

literally counted on (Ezekiel 40:2-5; Zechariah 2:1-5). 

† exclude the outer court (11:2). Just as Gentiles could occupy the outer court of the 

Temple, so pagan nations will be allowed to persecute God's people on the 

outside—though true, inner worship will be preserved. 

† trample on the holy city (11:2). God's people, pictured as the city of Jerusalem, will 

be abused for a time. 
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† 42 months (11:2). A time of evil and brokenness; 1,260 days or 3 ½ years according 

to the Jewish lunar calendar; the period of time the two witnesses prophesy in 11:3 

and the woman (church) is protected while being pursued by the dragon (Satan) in 

12:6. It also equals "a time, times and half a time" (3 ½ years), during which God will 

protect the woman (church) in Revelation 12:14. Since these numbers all have the 

same value and refer to related events, they are best understood to be the same 

time period referred to in different ways, a technique used often in apocalypses 

(Daniel 12:7). The 42 months, then, is symbolic of the whole New Testament era of 

the Church up to the end of the world. 

† two witnesses (11:3). The two witnesses are not specific people, but are the channels 

through whom the Holy Spirit, who alone can build the church, comes to people. 

According to Jewish law, truth was established by the testimony of two witnesses 

(Deuteronomy 19:15), so Jesus urged acceptance of His message (John 8:16-18) and 

sent disciples out in teams of two (Mark 6:7; Luke 10:1; Acts 1 3:2; 15:39-40). Some 

also see the two witnesses as representing the Old and New Covenants (Hebrews 

12:18-24), the prophets and the apostles (Ephesians 2:19-20), or the messages of 

Law and Gospel (Romans 8:1-4). 

† two olive trees; two lampstands (11:4). The two witnesses are described as two olive 

trees, sources of oil for anointing and light, and two lampstands, which generally 

represent the people of God (Revelation 1:20). Similar images are used in Zechariah 

4:1-14, where a lampstand with seven lights represent Israel and two olive trees are 

described as "the two who are anointed to serve the Lord of all the earth" (verse 14). 

† fire…from their mouths (11:5). The Word of God, as the Holy Spirit manifested like 

fire on the apostles on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:3-4; 2 Samuel 22:9; Jeremiah 

5:14). Possibly more specifically this could be the wrath of God, since it is given in 

judgment.  

† power to shut up the sky... to turn the waters into blood (11:6). Drought and poisoned 

water, the same signs of God's wrath that accompanied the messages of Elijah (1 

Kings 17:1) and Moses (Exodus 7:17-21). 

† beast. . . from the Abyss (11:7). The force of Satan or Satan himself, the angel of the 

Abyss, the antichrist (Revelation 9:11). 

† beast. . . will attack them, and overpower and kill them (11:7). One final persecution 

of believers that will appear as if the preaching of the gospel will have ended forever. 
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† bodies will lie in the street (11:8). People will refuse to show any respect, even in 

death. To refuse a person burial is an ultimate insult in the Middle East. 

† great city...where also their Lord was crucified (11:8). Literally Jerusalem or figuratively 

the church, depicted here as immoral, idolatrous, and persecuting the righteous. The 

visible church is often the center of the oppression and persecution of God’s people. 

† Sodom (11:8). A notorious place of immorality destroyed by God through fire 

(Genesis 13:13; 19:1-25; Isaiah 3:8-9). 

† Egypt (11:8). The infamous place of Israel's slavery and a source of idolatry (Exodus 

2:23; Ezekiel 20:7-8). 

† three and a half days (11:11). A short time of evil celebration, in proportion to the 3 

½ years the two witnesses preached to the world, but not long enough for the world 

to forget them. Evil “triumphs” only a very short time.  

† breath of life from God (11:11). The resurrection of the witnesses of the church is 

accomplished through God's Spirit (Genesis 2:7; Ezekiel 37:5, 10). 

† up to heaven in a cloud (11:12). Just as Jesus is resurrected and taken up to heaven, 

so the faithful witnesses are glorified and taken home to God before the final 

judgment (Acts 1:9). 

† severe earthquake and a tenth of the city collapse. Seven thousand people were killed 

in the earthquake (11:13). The visible church does not guarantee spiritual safety. 

There are unbelievers within the visible church, and they will perish with the 

unbelievers. 

† the survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven (11:13). Most likely 

not a conversion moment, but another way of expressing the truth of 1:7 (and 

Philippians 2:10-11; Exodus 8:19) that in the end no one can deny God. 

† temple in heaven was opened (11:19). God reveals His holy presence to all people 

and welcomes believers through the work of Christ on the cross (Luke 23:44-46). 

† ark of His covenant (11:19). A symbol of God's presence and faithfulness to His 

people, the ark held God's law and traveled with His people Israel (Numbers 10:33-

36). 
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Getting Over the Little Season 

Revelation chapter 11 showed us a small victory or “little season” of the devil when he killed 

two witnesses. Yet, God makes sure to give his people comfort even during Satan’s “little 

season.” What is the comfort we find in this chapter?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vision of Seven Visions (The Third Cycle) 

In chapters 6-16 four visions of history are revealed. Three consist of sets of seven events, 

including a great battle on earth, followed by judgment. The third set of events is a somewhat 

different vision. Since it is revealed along with the others and also ends with the judgment, 

it seems to reveal the same future. However, this vision is not clearly marked as a set of seven. 

It begins before the judgments are poured out, and it involves a great battle in both heaven 

and earth between a dragon and the offspring of a woman. 

 

Read Revelation 12:1-14:20. Use the following words with definitions to determine meanings 

as you go through these sections.  

† woman clothed with the sun (12:1). God's faithful people, the church, reflecting the 

radiance of Christ (Luke 1:78-79) as His bride (Isaiah 54:1; 62:5; Jeremiah 2:2; 

Ephesians 5:25; 2 Corinthians 11:2). 

† moon under her feet (12:1). Authority over any lesser power, as the moon is less than 

the sun (Genesis 37:9; 1 Corinthians 15:41; Isaiah 30:26). Being under a foot implies 

submission (1 Kings 5:3; Psalm 8:6; 47:3; Matthew 22:44; Ephesians 1:22; Hebrews 

2:7-8). 

† crown of twelve stars (12:1). A crown of victory (2 Timothy 2:5), or a reference to the 

Church – all believers (Revelation 1:20). 
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† red dragon (12:3). "That ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the 

whole world astray" (Revelation 12:9). 

† seven heads (12:3). Usually a number reserved for God, thus showing the devil’s 

desire to take the place of God. 

† ten horns (12:3). Complete power, dominating all other powers on earth (Revelation 

17:3, 12). 

† seven crowns (12:3). A sign of authority and false divinity; diademata in Greek used 

as the crowns for rulers, as opposed to the word stephanos, used for the victory 

crown of the woman (Revelation 12:1). 

† tail swept a third of the stars (12:4). Satan took other angels with him in rebellion 

against God (Revelation 12:9). 

† son (12:5). Jesus, the Son of Mary and the Son of God (Isaiah 9:6; Luke 1:35; Psalm 

2:9; Revelation 2:27). 

† snatched up to God (12:5). Ascended to heaven; in contrast to Satan, who is cast out 

of heaven. 

† desert (12:6). A place of safety, exile, and testing for the whole New Testament era 

(John 11:54; Revelation 12:14). 

† Michael (12:7). An archangel (Jude 9) described as the defender of God's people 

(Daniel 10:13,21; 12:1). 

† they lost their place in heaven (12:8). This phrase makes us think that the battle 

happened at the time when Satan first rebelled, but it can also be translated “nor 

was there a place for them in the sky any longer.” 

† accuser (12:10). The literal meaning of the name Satan, describing how he works to 

condemn people and separate them from God (Job 1:9-11; Zechariah 3:1). 

† wings of a great eagle (12:14). Divine protection (Exodus 19:4; Isaiah 40:31). 

† serpent spewed water (12:15). Deception, destruction, and false teachings unleashed 

by Satan like a flood (Psalm 124:2-5; Isaiah 27:1). 

† earth . . . swallowing the river (12:16). Miraculous rescue by God, who uses creation 

to defeat Satanic attacks (Numbers 16:26-32). 
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Let Scripture Interpret Scripture 

How does Revelation 12 line up with Genesis 3?  

 

 

 

 

Angels and Demons 

When and where does this battle take place? (c.f. John 12:30-33; 1 John 3:8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

† sea (13:1). Chaos, destruction, and evil separating people from God (Genesis 7:23-

24; Exodus 14:26-27; Jude 13). It’s a part of our natural world.  

† beast coming out of the sea (13:1). Political oppression, represented as a wild, 

dangerous, and hostile figure (Job 40:15-41:34; Daniel 7). 
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† ten crowns on his horns (13:1). Royalty and false divinity claimed by the beast, much 

like the dragon. Think of civil governments who have attempted to dethrone God. 

† blasphemous name (13:1). Description of the beast, an insult to or slander against 

the true God with governments claiming that they are god or that power comes from 

themselves.  

† leopard…bear…lion (13:2). Three predators that come out of the sea, in reverse order 

in Daniel 7:4-6, to represent the Greek, Persian, and Babylonian Empires. 

† fatal wound…healed (13:3). The staying power of evil authorities, who return even 

when thought to be dying. For an example, think of the conversion of Emperor 

Constantine and then the legal protection and promotion of Christianity. This then 

led to a state-church system of government that has plagued Christianity with civil 

ideology instead of orthodoxy. It looked like a fatal blow to Satan, but then it still 

ended up serving his cause – like a mortal wound that healed.  

† beast coming out of the earth (13:11). Religious oppression, or the antichrist, also 

described as a false prophet (Revelation 16:1 3; 19:20; 20:10). 

† two horns like a lamb (13:11). The appearance of Christ, the Lamb. 

† spoke like a dragon (13:11). Deceived people on behalf of Satan. The beast uses false 

religion to secure worship of the political power that authorizes it, as pagan priests 

did under Rome and others have done since. 

† miraculous signs (13:13). False miracles used to deceive people, such as those used 

by Pharaoh's magicians (Exodus 7:22). 

† right hand or…forehead (13:16). Some, marked on the hand, are unaware of doing 

Satan's work, while others are marked on the forehead, the place of knowledge, since 

they are aware of whom they serve. 

† mark of the beast (13:17). Identification as a person devoted to a false god, in contrast 

to the seal of Christ. Though religious tattoos were common in John's day, the mark 

is not necessarily physical. 

† number of the beast (13:18). Either the number equivalent to the name of a person 

acting as an anti-Christian religious beast or the unholy trinity of Satan, oppression, 

and deception trying to take the place of God. 
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Parallelism between Revelation 13 and Daniel 

 

 

Who Are the Beasts?  

When Satan is unable to stop Christ or His church, he conjures two terrible beasts to attack-

individual believers. The first comes as an invader from the sea and has features of the 

leopard, bear, and lion. These violent predators call to mind the Greek, Persian, and 

Babylonian Empires in the vision of Daniel 7:4-6. The beast has 10 horns, like the fourth beast 

foreseen in Daniel 7:7, which represented the Roman Empire. 

 

Several Roman emperors demanded that they be worshiped as gods, blasphemed the true 

God, and persecuted Christians who resisted them. The first beast is clearly modeled after 

the powerful Roman Empire, which dominated the known world in New Testament times. 

One of the 10 heads of the beast even recovers from a wound that seemed fatal, a detail 

which may have reminded early Christians of the Roman emperor Caligula (A.D. 37-41), who 

recovered after being thought terminally ill. Although the Roman Empire had tremendous 

power and may have seemed to conquer the saints, the Christian church ultimately outlasted 

it. In fact, when Emperor Constantine declared himself a Christian in A.D. 328, it seemed as 

though the saints conquered the Romans! The description of the first beast as having 

authority over every tribe, people, language, and nation (13:7) suggests that it represents not 

only Roman rule, but every political empire that persecutes God's people, coming back to 

life in various powerful governments and institutions, from the time of Christ to the end of 

the world. 

 

The second beast comes from the earth, from among the very people it attacks. The fact that 

it has the horns of a lamb implies that it has the power of a religious institution and even the 

appearance of Christ. But this beast actually speaks on behalf of the dragon. It deceives 
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people through false miracles and enforces worship of the political beast, especially the head 

that seemed fatally wounded. The second beast also controls trade, so that only those 

marked as belonging to the political beast can buy or sell. 

 

In John's day, the second beast certainly resembled the pagan religious establishment, which 

supported worship of the Roman Emperors as part of a system of many gods. The pagan 

priests were able to simulate miracles and often instigated persecution of Christians. Since 

much of the meat and produce sold in markets was first offered to idols, it was difficult for 

Christians to buy and sell without supporting the worship of false gods. The mark of this 

beast might even be a reflection of pagan religious tattoos, by which people showed their 

loyalty to a particular idol. However, this beast is also described as ruling over the entire earth 

and therefore could represent false religion in general, which deceives people and leads them 

into false worship. It may also be any institution that claims to represent God but actually 

speaks for Satan. 

 

Who Is the Antichrist?   

The Antichrist is someone who tries to take the place of Christ much more than someone 

simply opposed to Christ. 666 for the beast may not be limited to a single person; it may also 

be "man's number" in the general sense of evil and imperfect humanity trying to take the 

place of God. Symbolically, 666 may represent the unholy trinity of three evils (Satan, political 

oppression, and religious deception) posing as the Holy Trinity. Such a coalition has brought 

persecution to Christians repeatedly throughout world history. If the religious beast is 

equivalent to the antichrist mentioned in John's letters, then it certainly refers to a repeated 

trend in history, rather than a specific, future person. John says that "as you have heard that 

the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come" (1 John 2:18). "Who is the 

liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist" (1 John 

2:22). "Every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 

antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world" (1 John 4:3). 

"Deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into 

the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist" (2 John 1:7). 

 

The evidence of this beast at work in the New Testament can be seen in various places, but 

some stand out more than others. The Roman papacy must be included. Our Lutheran 

Confessions identify that office as the antichrist because it teaches salvation by works, claims 

to be the vicar of Christ, and has operated in partnership with civil government for most of 

history. Modern Protestantism’s social gospel is also evidence of the beast at work. The New 

Age Movement and the resurgence of Islamic and oriental philosophies bear the mark of the 

beast too. 
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What Is the Mark of the Beast?  

Controversy surrounds not only the identity of the beast but the nature of its mark. Those 

who view Revelation as speaking primarily to the first century see the mark as a reference to 

pagan religious tattoos. Those who view Revelation as entirely literal and future-focused 

warn against identity marks, such as bar codes, microchips, or Social Security numbers, which 

may be required by a future, anti-Christian world government.  

 

Let Scripture interpret Scripture. Revelation itself contrasts the mark of the beast with the 

seal placed on the foreheads of the servants of God to identify and protect them (Revelation 

7:3; 9:4). Paul describes the seal of God as the confession of the true faith (2 Timothy 2:19) 

and the presence of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) rather than a visible, physical mark. In 

the same way, the mark of the beast may be understood as an indication of a non-Christian 

faith. In any event, it is not the mark in itself that condemns people, but their worship of the 

beast and its image rather than the true God (Revelation 14:9-10; 16:2; 19:20).  

 

Simplify  

What is the take away for us in Revelation 13?  

 

 

With the information in this chapter, has your idea of who and what the “antichrist” is 

changed? If so, how? If not, what from this chapter confirmed your concept of the 

“antichrist”?  

 

 

 

Marked 

How does it feel to know that God can see those who belong to him at all times? How does 

it feel to know that many people have already allowed themselves to be marked as belonging 

to the beast?  

 

 

How would life be different if everyone could see who belongs to whom at all times?  

 

 

How is Baptism like a seal marking us as belonging to Christ Jesus?"  
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† Mount Zion (14:1). Heaven, the eternal dwelling of God with His people, represented 

by the mountain on which the fortress of Jerusalem was built (Galatians 4:26; 

Hebrews 12:22-24). 

† defile themselves with women (14:4). To worship false gods, which were often 

associated with prostitution in the ancient world (Isaiah 57:3-9; Jeremiah 5:7; Hosea 

4:10-13). 

† firstfruits (14:4). A gift of the first and best of a harvest, given to God as an act of 

worship, recognizing that the whole crop belongs to Him (Exodus 34:26; 2 Chronicles 

31:5; Romans 8:23; 1 Corinthians 15:20). 

† eternal gospel (14:6). The Good News of salvation in Christ, which brings eternal life 

to all who believe. 

† Babylon the Great (14:8). The enemy of God's people, represented by the capital of 

Mesopotamia where the Israelites were exiled, a place notorious for luxury and moral 

corruption (Psalm 137:8; Isaiah 13:19). 
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† wine of her adulteries (14:8). Spiritual unfaithfulness to God, represented by wine 

because it is intoxicating at first but leads to tragic foolishness and remorse 

(Jeremiah 51:6-7; 1 Thessalonians 5:6-9). 

† wine of God's fury (14:10). Overwhelming judgment on evil, represented by wine 

because it makes people stagger as though drunk (Isaiah 51:17; Jeremiah 25:15; 

Psalm 75:7-8). 

† full strength (14:10). Not tempered by mercy, as wine was often mixed with water. In 

the past God held back the complete destruction evildoers deserve, but no more. 

† burning sulfur (14:10). Fire and brimstone, conferring final judgment on God's 

enemies (Genesis 19:24; Ezekiel 38:22-23) and the ongoing torment of hell 

(Revelation 19:20; 20:10; 21:8). 

† seated on the cloud (14:14). Possessing the authority and glory of God (Revelation 

14:16). 

† like a son of man (14:14). Representing Christ, who called Himself the Son of Man 

(Mark 8:31), and who will fulfill the vision of Daniel 7:13 by "coming with the clouds 

of heaven" and harvesting believers (Matthew 24:30). 

† sharp sickle (14:14). Power to cut off lives and gather believers, as stalks of ripe grain 

were cut and gathered by a curved blade at harvest time (Joel 3:12-16; Mark 4:26-

29). 

† harvest of the earth (14:15). The gathering of all people for judgment, believers and 

unbelievers together, at the end of the world (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43). 

† had charge of the fire (14:18). Authority to work God's judgment (Revelation 8:3-5). 

† clusters of grapes (14:18). Unbelievers, whose lives gave fruit to the wine of spiritual 

unfaithfulness (Revelation 14:8) and the wine of God's wrath (Revelation 14:10). 

† trampled in the winepress (14:20). Crushed by God's judgment, as grapes were 

stepped on to squeeze out their juice in a large basin (Isaiah 5:1-4; 63:2-6; Joel 3:13). 

† outside the city (14:20). Outside the place of God's people, the church, who are 

represented by the city of Jerusalem. Bloodshed inside would defile the city 

(Hebrews 13:12). 
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† blood flowed…high as the horses' bridles (14:20). All unbelievers died and were judged 

in a scene of unimaginable horror, similar to that in the apocryphal book 1 Enoch 

100:1-3. 

† 1,600 stadia (14:20). A symbolic measurement of the entire earth, determined by 

taking the number of completion squared (10 x 10) times the number of earth 

squared (4 x 4); this is equal to the approximate length of Palestine. 

Revelation 14 brings us a picture of Judgment Day. What reassurance and confidence do 

believers have on this day of harvest?  

 

 

 

 

 

The Vision of the Seven Bowls of Wrath Containing the Seven Last Plagues  

(The Fourth Cycle) 

Read Revelation 15:1-16:21. Use the following words with definitions to determine meanings 

as you go through these sections.  
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† sea of glass mixed with fire (15:2). Peaceful calm (the experience of believers) mixed 

with the fire of judgment (the experience of unbelievers) before God's throne 

(Revelation 4:6). Reminiscent imagery of the Exodus’ crossing of the Red Sea. 

† song of Moses (15:3). Not literally what Moses sang after God freed Israel, but the 

same message: all nations know God alone is holy, glorious, and worthy of worship 

by the way He saves His people (Exodus 15:1-18). 

† song of the Lamb (15:3). Not what Jesus sang, but what is sung about Him: all nations 

know God alone is holy, glorious, and worthy of worship by the way he saves his 

people (Philippians 2:5-11). 

† tabernacle of the Testimony (15:5). The dwelling of God with His people while the 

Israelites wandered in the desert; this tent held the testimony of God's law (Exodus 

38:21) and was replaced by Christ (Hebrews 9:11-14). 

† clean, shining linen (15:6). A covering of righteousness and glory (Revelation 19:8).  

† golden sashes (15:6). A sign of honor and dignity bestowed by a king (Exodus 28:40). 

† frogs (16:13). Demonic spirits misleading people to serve Satan, the political beast, 

and the false church, as frogs conjured by magicians misled Pharaoh (Exodus 8:2-7). 

† Armageddon (16:16) Har Mageddon, literally translated as "the mountain of 

Megiddo," was a strategic location overlooking a famous battlefield and crossroads, 

one of the few places large armies could assemble in ancient Israel. Probably not the 

actual location, but a symbol of massive warfare against God (2 Chronicles 35:20-

24). 

† hailstones (16:21). Another sign of God's final judgment, which cannot be escaped 

by running away from the cities (Exodus 9:23; Ezekiel 13:10-14). 

Seven bowls of wrath are poured out in the fourth vision of history. The reader is assured 

that the things that plague people on earth come from God's tabernacle, where he keeps his 

promises to his people. The first four bowls are again natural disasters. Though the bowls 

clearly point to the end, unbelievers refuse to turn to God. The fifth bowl pours darkness on 

the throne of God's enemy, taking away his power to appear enlightened. The sixth bowl 

evaporates boundaries and releases demonic deceivers to gather all nations for the final 

battle. Before the end God himself blesses those who are prepared and covered with Christ's 

righteousness. The seventh bowl brings the destruction of the earth and God's judgment on 

all his enemies. 
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A quick comparison of the four visions in chapters 6-16 reveal how similar the cycles are— 

especially the three announced as seven events each (visions 1, 2, 4). These three are also 

similar in how they view the end times and which events they include. All three begin with 

four man-made or natural disasters, emphasize warfare on earth, end in judgment, and view 

the world in terms of what believers will have to endure. By contrast, the unique cycle 

between the second and fourth cycles (12:1-14:20) begins with supernatural signs in heaven, 

emphasizes spiritual "warfare, and ends in judgment, but views the world in terms of "what 

God will do to defeat His enemies.  

 

 

Disaster Discussion 

What was the last disaster you experienced personally or saw on the news? Did you consider 

it a sign of God's judgment or just a result of living in a world broken by human sinfulness? 

Do you think anyone will turn back to God as a result, or will people instead blame and curse 

God? How are all the tragedies we experience part of our preparation for the end of the 

world? What do you say to a person who thinks that God plays no role in the bad things that 

happen in the world? 
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Comfort in these Cycles 

Each vision of history in this section of Revelation describes God's purpose behind a series 

of disasters and demonic attacks leading up to the end. Each vision has a message for 

believers. The first cycle, marked by the seven seals, assures those who died for their faith 

that God will avenge their deaths. The second cycle, announced by seven trumpets, calls all 

people to repent and urges believers to spread the message of salvation. The third cycle, 

describing the spiritual warfare behind the sufferings of the church, "calls for patient 

endurance on the part of the saints who obey God's commandments and remain faithful to 

Jesus" (Revelation 14:12). The fourth cycle, marked by the pouring out of seven plagues, 

does all three: assures martyrs of justice (16:5-6), calls all people to repentance (16:9-11), 

and urges believers to persevere (16:15). 

 

Each of the cycles is interrupted by God's promise of protection from spiritual harm and 

reward for earthly sufferings. In the first cycle, an important break before the final judgment 

reveals that God will mark all believers with a seal to ensure their righteousness, victory, and 

perfect joy in paradise (Revelation 7:1-17). In the second cycle, a long pause in the same 

place commissions John to spread the message of God's judgment and paradise, then 

describes the ultimate victory of the two witnesses of the church (Revelation 10:1-11:14). 

In the third cycle, the same kind of interlude before the harvest of the earth reveals the spread 

of the eternal Gospel, warns of judgment on God's enemies, and pronounces a blessing on 

"the dead who die in the Lord" (Revelation 14:6-13). The fourth cycle begins with a 

reassuring vision of the believers singing God's praises in heaven, and then again, just before 

the end, blesses those who persevere and are prepared for Christ's return (16:15). 
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The Vision of Christ and the Antichrist 

Read Revelation 17-18. Use the following words with definitions to determine meanings as 

you go through these sections.  

† prostitute (17:1). The religious enemy of God's people, a symbol of unfaithfulness 

(Deuteronomy 31:16; 2 Chronicles 21:11), in contrast to the faithful woman who gave 

birth to God's Son (Revelation 12:5) and the church, who will be presented to Christ 

as a bride (Revelation 19:7-8; 21:2-3). 

† many waters (17:1). All the peoples, nations, and languages of the earth (Revelation 

17:15). 

† scarlet beast (17:3). The political beast out of the sea (Revelation 13:1-8), in a color 

usually reserved for the wealthy, though perhaps representing the blood of God's 

persecuted people (Revelation 12:3). 

† purple (17:4). The color of wealth or royalty, since purple was an expensive dye 

(Revelation 18:16). 
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† mystery (17:5). Something that cannot be known unless revealed (Revelation 1:10; 

10:7). Many will not recognize the true identity of Babylon, but God's angel reveals 

it (Revelation 17:8-18). 

† once was, now is not, and will come (17:8). The political beast that persecutes 

Christians will reappear after being thought to be dead (Revelation 17:11). Also, this 

description is antithetical to Christ’s description of himself in Revelation 1:8 - “who 

is, and who was, and who is to come.”  

† seven hills (17:9). The setting of ancient Rome, the center of governmental power 

and anti-Christian activity in John’s time, representative of governments that claim 

divine rights and ally themselves with the false church. 

† seven kings (17:10). Similar to the seven hills, theses kings also represent secular 

government’s alliance with the false church while making claims to divine power and 

rights. 

† Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come (17:10). They symbolize kingdoms 

of the world. Five have fallen (the ancient kingdoms of the Old Testament), one is in 

existence (Rome), and one will come (another powerful kingdom that will exist when 

the beast himself is released from the Abyss). 

† An eighth king (17:11). when the beast comes out of the Abyss, his person forms yet 

another powerful kingdom. 

† ten kings (17:12). Governments that serve the beast in the New Testament age. The 

number should be understood figurative meaning that God limits the time these 

governments will stay in power. 

† one hour (17:12). A very short time; the length of both the reign and ruin of Babylon 

(Revelation 18:10, 17, 19). 

† bring her to ruin (17:16). Governments and armies that supported the false religious 

establishment will despise and turn against it, bringing destruction and humiliation 

as agents of God's judgment. 

† great city (17:18). Babylon, not literally, but representative of the combined 

antichristian forces in the world.  

† home for demons (18:2). An empty and desolate waste, like hell itself.  
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As we have seen, much of Revelation is based on the Old Testament. These verses of chapter 

18 are very familiar to someone who is acquainted with the book of Ezekiel. Ezekiel chapters 

27 and 28 contain a lament for the great sea-trading nation of Tyre, which the Lord destroyed 

because of its ungodly attitude toward his people as well as its pride and arrogance. Ezekiel 

chapter 28 even contains references that point back to the fall of Satan and his judgment by 

God. The Lord uses phrases and thoughts from those chapters to construct this chapter in 

Revelation. 

 

What does the angel in chapter 18 tell us to do? 

 

 

 

 

The people who mourned the death of the prostitute were amazed at how quickly she was 

destroyed. Why is this facet of God’s judgment a special comfort for God’s people? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
42 

The Fate of the Antichrist 

After the fourth vision presents God's judgment as seven plagues poured out upon the earth, 

an angel takes John to the desert, the place where the woman of the church has been 

attacked and is protected from the dragon and his beasts. The religious beast no longer 

appears to be a lamb but is revealed to be a wealthy prostitute sitting on the political beast, 

seducing nations into the adultery of unfaithfulness to God, officially supported by the 

corrupt government. The prostitute's mysterious identity is revealed to be Babylon, the 

capital of Mesopotamia where the Israelites had been exiled, a place notorious for luxury and 

moral corruption, and the ancient enemy of God's people (Psalm 137:8; Isaiah 13:19). 

Although she is called Babylon and the beast she rides is described in terms resembling 

Rome, together they represent all religious institutions and governments that attack and 

martyr God's people, since the waters she sits over represent all the peoples, multitudes, 

nations, and languages (17:18) and she is responsible for the blood of the prophets, the 

saints, and of all who have been killed on the earth. (18:24). 

 

The prostitute and the beast seem all-powerful and succeed in murdering many of God's 

people, but they are doomed to destruction. "They will make war against the Lamb, but the 

Lamb will overcome them because He is Lord of Lords and King of Kings—and with Him will 

be His called, chosen and faithful followers" (17:14). The political powers eventually turn 

against their false religion and act as God's agent of judgment, destroying, humiliating, and 

consuming the prostitute even as they themselves will be judged and destroyed. The kings 

and the merchants who grew rich and powerful through the prostitute's deception are only 

able to weep at her destruction and stand terrified as they face their own impending 

judgment. 

 

The images are mind-blowing, but the message is clear: The devil has already been defeated 

by Christ's death and resurrection. Since he can no longer directly attack the church, he 

continues to work through corrupt governments and false religions to oppress God's people 

and seduce the nations away from worshipping the true God. The situation of the saints may 

seem desperate, but we can be sure that Christ, the Lord of Lords, will soon avenge our 

sufferings on earth, bringing judgment and complete destruction on all those who attack the 

church, blaspheme God, and are intoxicated by wealth and corruption. God will remember 

all who belong to Him and will give us cause for great rejoicing when he returns in judgment! 
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The Vision of the Final Victory 

Read Revelation 19:1-20:10. Use the following words with definitions to determine meanings 

as you go through these sections.  

† wedding of the Lamb (19:7). The joyous celebration when the church joins Christ 

forever in heaven; often portrayed as a wedding feast (Matthew 22:2; 25:1-1 3; Luke 

12:35-36; Revelation 19:9). 

† bride (19:7). God's people, the church (Isaiah 62:5; Jeremiah 2:2; John 3:29; Revelation 

21:2, 9; 22:17). 

† robe dipped in blood (19:13). Not the blood of enemies about to be slain, but Christ's 

own blood, in which the saints have washed their robes (Revelation 7:15); displayed 

as a sin offering for others (Leviticus 8:14-15). 

† standing in the sun (19:17). Reflecting the glory of Christ (Revelation 1:16; 10:1). 

† great supper of God (19:17). The gathering of birds to eat the corpses of God's 

enemies, in contrast to the wedding feast of the Lamb; a shocking but fitting 

judgment on those who persecuted believers (Psalm 79:1-2). 

† false prophet (19:20). Another name for the harlot or religious beast (Revelation 

16:13; 20:10). 
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† lake of burning sulfur (19:20). Hell, the place of permanent destruction (Revelation 

20:10; 21:8) also known as the lake of fire (Revelation 20:14-15). 

† key to the Abyss (20:1). Authority to lock Satan in hell, though Satan will be released 

shortly before the final judgment (Revelation 9:1). 

† bound him for a thousand years (20:2). God limited Satan's power for a complete 

period of time, the time from Jesus' resurrection until Satan is released to be 

destroyed at the final judgment (Jude 6). 

† reigned with Christ a thousand years (20:4). Sat enthroned and exercised authority as 

saints in Christ's presence from the time of their death to the physical resurrection 

and final judgment (2 Timothy 2:11-12). 

† first resurrection (20:5-6). The spiritual resurrection of believers through faith 

(Romans 6:1-8; Ephesians 2:4-6; 1 Peter 2:24), by which their spirits reign in heaven 

even before the physical resurrection. 

† priests of God (20:6). Servants allowed to enter God's presence (1 Peter 2:5, 9; 

Revelation 1:6; 5:10). 

† Gog and Magog (20:8). All the unbelieving people, represented by Gog, prince of 

Meshech and Tubal, and Magog, his tribe, who arouse God's anger by attacking His 

people and are destroyed (Ezekiel 38-39). 

† great white throne (20:11). God is seated on the judgment throne.  

† the dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books 

(20:12). Good deeds are fruits of faith (Ephesians 2:8-10; Hebrews 11:6; Ephesians 

6:9). The deeds of believers are recorded in the book of life. Unbelievers have their 

deeds recorded in this other set of books. There are many books because “wide is 

the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through 

it.” (Matthew 7:13) 

How Will Christ Return?  

All the servants of God, in heaven and on earth, will rejoice when Christ returns to judge all 

people. The world weeps over the end of earthly pleasures in Babylon (18:9-10). But the saints 

joyfully proclaim Christ's return as the ultimate wedding feast. The faithful celebrate the 

union of the Son of God as the Bridegroom and the people of God as His bride (19:7). The 

text contrasts the fine linen of the prostitute (18:16), which is ruined when the political beast 
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strips her naked (17:16), with the bright and clean fine linen of the bride of Christ, which 

represents the righteous acts of the saints (19:8). 

 

Overwhelmed by the thunderous rejoicing and tremendous reward that awaits believers, 

John falls down to worship at the feet of the angel who is speaking God's Word to him. The 

angel forcefully warns John to stop and worship God only. John's lapse is a lesson for us: no 

matter how thankful we are for God's message, we are never to worship the messenger! The 

only messenger worthy of our praise is Christ Himself. 

 

John then sees heaven open and Christ Himself appear. Although Jesus came first as a 

humble servant and friend of sinners, He will return as a mighty warrior, the victorious leader 

of the righteous armies of heaven, judging and destroying His enemies. Although Christ 

entered Jerusalem peacefully on Palm Sunday, riding a donkey, He will return to conquer on 

a white battle horse. In contrast to the prostitute of false religion, Jesus is called "Faithful and 

True," the Word of God. Christ has a name known only to Himself, the King of Kings and Lord 

of Lords. In contrast to the white rider of human conquest (6:2), Jesus wears many crowns 

and a robe dipped in the blood of His own sacrifice. He strikes down the nations with the 

word of his mouth and offers the corpses of all His enemies as supper for all the birds of the 

sky. In the end, the most powerful human governments, religious deceivers, and all the kings 

of the earth together will not be able to stand or escape from the Word of God, revealed in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

First, the beast is captured (verse 20). This is the beast from the sea that symbolizes all earthly 

governments Satan manipulates for his purposes (13:1–10). Then the false prophet “who had 

performed the miraculous signs on his behalf” also is captured (verse 20). This false prophet 

is the second beast, the beast from the earth that represents the false church and its unholy 

alliances with secular power (13:11–18). These beasts, both allies of the enormous red dragon 

(12:3), Satan, will be “thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur” (verse 20). John used 

burning sulfur before to picture the torment of hell (14:10). 

 

All those that followed the two beasts “were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth 

of the rider on the horse” (verse 21). This sword is the Word of God, the same one we saw 

when the rider on the horse first appeared (verse 15). Note that this is not the double-edged 

sword of law and gospel that Jesus wielded on earth (1:16). Those who put their hope in the 

false church’s teaching of work-righteousness and refuse Jesus will not hear the gospel 

message again. It is too late for that. This is the Last Day. They will hear only the law’s 

judgment on their sins and unbelief. 
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What Is the Millennium?  

Revelation 20 is a source of great controversy, much of it resulting from confusion and dis-

agreement over the meaning of the "thousand years" (millennium). The millennium is the 

period of a thousand years, mentioned in verses 2-7, during which Satan will be bound and 

true believers will reign with God as priests. Following the millennium, the dead will be raised 

and Satan will be released to be destroyed in a final battle against God. Attempts to 

understand the millennium have generally resulted in three kinds of interpretations. 

 

 

 

Premillennialism is the view that Christ will return to earth before (pre-) a literal thousand-

year period of Christian rule on earth (millennium). This view sees Revelation as a straight 

time line: not a cycle of visions describing the same events, but a series of similar events 

occurring one after another. In this view, Christ will return twice, and there will be two physical 

resurrections. Christ's first return will mark "the rapture," when the bodies of dead believers 

will be resurrected and living believers will suddenly disappear from earth to celebrate the 

wedding feast of the Lamb in heaven. While the saints are enjoying the feast, those left 

behind on earth suffer under the rule of the antichrist during a period known as "the great 

tribulation." Christ will bring the saints when He returns a second time to defeat the antichrist, 

bind Satan, and begin a literal thousand-year reign on earth. After the millennium, Satan will 

be released to deceive the nations again and gather new enemies of God. Christ will defeat 
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these new enemies and cast Satan into the lake of fire. Then the unbelieving dead will be 

raised in a second resurrection, the final judgment will occur, and God will create a new 

heaven and earth. This does not jive with what we read from the Bible, from Revelation.  
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Postmillennialism is the view that Christ will return to earth after (post-) a symbolic period 

of Christian rule on earth (millennium). This view sees the millennium not as a literal thousand 

years but as representing the entire period from the first coming of Christ to His return. 

During that time the reign of believers with Christ will gradually emerge as the church grows 

and influences most people in the world to become Christians. As a result, Satan will be 

bound, in the sense that evil will be subdued and good will triumph. Then Christ will return 

to resurrect the dead, judge all people, and create a new heaven and earth. Again, not in line 

with Scripture. 
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Amillennialism is the view that there is no (the prefix a in Greek is like not in English) period 

of Christian rule on earth (millennium). This view sees the thousand years as symbolically 

representing the entire period from the first coming of Christ to His return. This interpretation 

understands the reign and priestly service of believers with Christ as a description of the 

situation in heaven, not on earth, during this period. Or, more often it represents the spiritual 

rule of Christ through His means of grace, the Word and the Sacraments, which govern the 

hearts and minds of believers with the Spirit's love, hope, peace, and joy in spite of outward 

circumstances. Satan has already been bound by the victory of Christ, though he will be 

released to deceive and gather the numerous unbelievers for battle and judgment at the end 

of the world. This is in line with Scripture.  
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Millennium Matching 

Look up Matthew 24:3-35; 1 Corinthians 15:22-27, 51-57; 2 Peter 3:8-10. What information 

does each passage give about how the world will end? How does each passage support or 

refute views of what the millennium might be like?  

 

 

 

 

 

Which View is Right? 

Although many of the end-times books, movies, and speakers popular today take a 

premillennial view, the most widely held interpretation throughout history has been 

amillennialism. Along with post-millennialism, it most faithfully follows the nonlinear nature 

of apocalyptic literature, recognizing the tendency of apocalyptic literature to loop back and 

repeat the telling of events from a different perspective. John does not introduce his vision 

of the thousand years with the time reference "after this," as he often does in other chapters 

to indicate a sequence of events. So there is no reason to believe that the binding of Satan 

is different than his defeat and being cast out of heaven (12:7-9) or that Christ's return, 

described as unique in the rest of Scripture, will actually occur twice (1 Corinthians 15:51-52). 

Nor does John ever say that the reign of the saints will occur on earth. Since John refers to 

them as "the souls of those who had been beheaded" (20:4), it would seem, that the reign 

would be in heaven, where the saints are awaiting the judgment (6:9-11). 

 

 

 

What Are the Two Resurrections?   

If Christ will only return once to raise the living and the dead, as the rest of the Bible seems 

to indicate (John 5:28-29; 1 Corinthians 15:12-28; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-16), what does John 

mean when he talks about "the first resurrection1' and says that "the rest of the dead did not 

come to life until the thousand years were ended" (20:5-6)? Although no other Scriptures use 

the term "first resurrection," some do speak of two types of resurrection. The first, coming to 

faith in Christ (most often at Baptism), is a spiritual resurrection that occurs before the 

second, the physical resurrection of our bodies on the Last Day (John 5:25; 11:23-26; 

Ephesians 2:1-6; Colossians 3:1-4; Romans 6:1-5; 1 Peter 4:6). 

 

This interpretation helps explain what John means when he says the "second death" has no 

power over those who have part in the first resurrection. Since the second death is defined 

as eternal punishment and destruction in the lake of fire (20:14), it follows that those whose 
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souls have been made alive with Christ in this life need not worry about eternal punishment. 

They may experience the death of their bodies, but as a result of the first resurrection, which 

is a gift of faith in Christ, believers won't experience the death of their souls at the second 

resurrection, when all the dead will be raised to face God's judgment. "The rest of the dead," 

those whose spirits have not been made alive with Christ, do not reign with Christ as they 

await the end of the world, but will be raised on Judgment Day to stand before God and 

meet their eternal condemnation. 

 

 

What Happens at the Last Judgment?  

When the time comes for the end of the world, Satan will no longer attack the church through 

the political beast and the false prophet, which will have been cast into the lake of fire. 

Instead, he will be released from his prison to personally gather the armies of those who 

oppose Christ from all over the earth. Though Satan has deceived people as numerous "as 

the sand on the seashore," who think that they can and must destroy God's people, the final 

battle is entirely one-sided: "fire came down from heaven and devoured them" (20:9). The 

devil is thrown into the lake of fire, a place of permanent torment from which there is no 

escape. Earth and sky flee from God's throne, most likely indicating the destruction of the 

present heaven and earth. The creation of a new heaven and earth will leave no room for 

them. Death and Hades (the Greek term for the place of the dead) are destroyed by being 

thrown into the lake of fire, the final destination for anything that is not part of God's eternal 

kingdom. 

 

This destruction leaves no place for the bodies and souls of people to stand except before 

the throne of God, where they are judged. Books which hold a record of all the things anyone 

has done are opened. According to these books, all are condemned. God is a holy God, only 

the holy can live with Him, and no amount of good works can cover over even a single sin 

we have committed. Thankfully, the eternal destiny of the faithful is based on another book 

that is opened—the Book of Life. This book records the identities of those forgiven and 

granted eternal life through faith in Christ and the salvation He earned through His work on 

the cross. Those who are not recorded in the Book of Life are cast into the lake of fire. But 

those who put their trust in God will spend eternity with Him in the new heaven and earth. 
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The New Heaven and New Earth 

Read Revelation 21:1-22:5. Use the following words with definitions to determine meanings 

as you go through these sections.   

† the second death (21:8). This is eternal judgment, what every unbelieving person 

receives at the end of their time of grace - whether they are alive when Jesus returns 

or when they die.  

† the bride, the wife of the Lamb (21:9). Although the picture is of a heavenly version 

of Jerusalem, the bride is still the church - all believers. Remember as you read 

through the description that 12 is a number used in Revelation to denote “the 

church.”  

† great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates (21:12). 

Symbolize God’s protection of all the people in this holy city.   

† on the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel (21:12). Served as a 

reminder that only believers may enter this heavenly city.  

† the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month (22:2). All 

the suffering brought to the world by Adam and Eve is done forever and replaced 

with life.  
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Paradise Described  

After witnessing the judgment of all people and the destruction of evil, John is shown a 

preview of the paradise where believers will spend eternity. Since all creation has suffered 

devastation and decay as a result of human sin and the perversions of evil (Romans 8:19-23), 

God will create a new heaven and a new earth, restored to His original design, when sin and 

evil are destroyed forever (2 Peter 3:13). The centerpiece of the new creation will be a new 

Jerusalem, as promised in Isaiah 65:17-19.The new holy city will not resemble the historic 

human city and will certainly not be built by human effort. Instead, it will come "down out of 

heaven from God" (21:2) and will represent the holy presence of God with His perfected 

people. 

 

The beauty and glory of the new arrangement is represented by the design of the new 

Jerusalem. The city shines like pure gold and every kind of precious jewel, reflecting the 

brilliance and perfection of God's glory. Unlike the earthly Jerusalem, God's creation is 

perfectly symmetrical, as tall as it is wide as it is high. Its vast dimensions - 12,000 stadia 

(about 1,375 miles or 2,220 kilometers) cubed - represent the completeness (10x10x10) of 

the church (x12) it contains. The 12 gates, named for the 12 tribes of Israel, and the 12 

foundations, named for the 12 apostles, represent the unity and completeness of God's Word 

and God's people of the Old and New Testaments who are saved by it. The thickness of the 

walls, 144 cubits (about 200 feet or 65 meters), represents the church (12x12) and the perfect 

safety in which God's people will live. The safety comes not from the walls themselves, since 

the gate is always open, but from the continuous presence of God and his light. 

 

There will be no more death, mourning, crying, or pain, because those who dwell in the city 

will be eternally cured of sin and its side effects, both spiritual and physical. God's people will 

be fully human but also perfectly obedient, as Christ was on earth. Among the things God 

will make new are the physical bodies of believers, which will be resurrected and recreated 

regardless of where or how they were laid to rest (20:13). Our new bodies will be recognizable 

and fully physical but also miraculous and immortal, as Christ's body was after His 

resurrection (Luke 24:36-43; 1 Corinthians 15:35-54).  
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What Will Be Missing in Eternity?  

John sees heaven both in terms of the wonders of God's presence and the absence of 

anything evil or opposed to God. As John describes the passing away of the first heaven and 

earth, he mentions that there is no longer any sea. It is unclear if this is to be understood 

literally; it may be another attempt at describing the unknown. John has already described a 

sea of glass around God's throne (4:6) and will soon describe the river of the waters of life, 

which would be expected to flow to a larger body of water. John may be using the sea as an 

image of chaos, destruction, and evil, those things that threaten our survival and separate 

people from God (Genesis 7:23-24; Exodus 14:26-28; Psalm 89:9; Jude 13). 

 

Also absent from heaven are "the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the 

sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will 

be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur" (Revelation 21:8). Christ's warning would be a message 

of despair if it were intended to be a shopping list of unforgivable acts, since few of us could 

honestly examine our thoughts and lives without recognizing at least some of these sins. 

However, the point is not that anyone who ever committed any of these will be excluded 

from the new Jerusalem; rather, the point is that these things separate us from God and so 

must be overcome by the cleansing blood of Christ and the sustaining waters of Holy 

Baptism. Those who believe in Christ receive power to become the children of God and to 

inherit a place in His kingdom, but those who willingly persist in such sins have rejected their 

inheritance. The dwelling of God with us demands the absence of sin: "Nothing impure will 

ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose 

names are written in the Lamb's book of life" (Revelation 21:27). 

 

In addition to evil and sin, the temple and the sun are also missing. In heaven both are no 

longer necessary The temple was where Israelites went to make sacrifices for their sins and 

enter the presence of God. Christ's sacrifice was a once-and-for-all solution to sin, however, 

and no further sacrifices are needed. Nor will believers need a place to enter God's presence, 

because they will never leave it. Instead of the sun, which comes and goes and is a created 

thing, residents of heaven will bask continually in the sustaining light of the Lamb, the light 

of the world. 
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Heavenly Hoaxes 

Popular movies, books, songs, and jokes often present heaven in ways that are contrary to 

what Scripture reveals. Work through the following statements to see what Revelation has 

to say about them.  

 

1) All dogs go to heaven—Revelation 22:15  

 

 

2) The New Jerusalem has pearly gates—Revelation 21:21  

 

 

3) St. Peter stands at the gate—Revelation 21:12  

 

 

4) You take a quiz to get in—Revelation 21:27  

 

 

5) You become an angel—Matthew 22:30  

 

 

6) You get a harp to play—Revelation 15:2  

 

 

7) You get wings for transportation—Revelation 21:24  

 

 

8) Everything in heaven is white—Revelation 4:3  

 

 

9) The streets are made of gold—Revelation 21:21  

 

 

10) In heaven there is no beer (or wine)—Matthew 26:29  
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What Will You Do in Heaven?   

John's final description of the new heaven and earth in the first verses of chapter 22 in some 

ways resembles the Garden of Eden, where human history and the biblical account began. 

Just as Eden was watered by a river flowing from its center (Genesis 2:10), so the new paradise 

is watered by the river of the water of life flowing along its main street, an image Jesus used 

for the Holy Spirit (John 7:38). Just as immortality in Eden came from the tree of life in its 

midst (Genesis 2:9), so the new paradise sustains and heals the nations with a continual crop 

from the tree of life, or possibly from a grove of such trees, watered by the river. The very 

word paradise comes from a Persian word meaning "garden." John's description of paradise 

returns us to a place where God walks and talks with His people, providing all they need and 

keeping them in perfect peace. 

 

Yet the new paradise is not only a garden; it is at the same time a city. The creation of a new 

Jerusalem within the new heaven and earth suggests that God has taken the best features of 

human civilization and combined them with the original perfection of Eden to create a new 

paradise, where he lives in the midst of His people. The curse of sin, all of life's difficulties, 

death, and our devastating separation from God are gone forever. The best parts of our 

present world, including the joys we experience here, physical life itself, and the togetherness 

we share as His people, are ours forever. 

 

What will we do as residents of the new garden city? We will serve God, and we will reign 

with him forever. We will see God face-to-face and live as His people, as we were intended 

to live. While we can only imagine exactly what that will involve, John's description assures 

us that it will be wonderfully thrilling, perfectly joyful, and absolutely fitting for each of us. 

 

 

What will Heaven be like?  

How did you think it would be as a kid? Has anything in the closing chapters of Revelation 

changed your picture? How so?   

 

 

 

 

Heaven will be different than life here on earth. We have never experienced a life without sin. 

We will have our wills completely in line with God’s will. We will enjoy things we may not 

have enjoyed before. No matter what exactly heaven will look like, who will be there, or what 

we will do there, it will be the greatest thing ever, an experience we will never tire or get 

bored from. So, we anxiously await the day that Christ calls us heavenward.  
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How Can You Be Ready for What’s Coming?   

Read Revelation 22:6-10.  

 

Having described the end of the world and the promised paradise, Revelation concludes with 

a series of short, encouraging messages that tie the revelation together, summarize its major 

themes, and urge its readers to be ready for Christ's return. Just as John began by explaining 

how he received the revelation by means of an angel sent from God, so he ends by reminding 

readers that the visions came by means of an angel. The angel was from "the God of the 

spirits of the prophets," and therefore this revelation can be trusted to be as true as anything 

in Scripture. Just as the first verses of Revelation bless those who take these words to heart 

and warn that the time is near, so the last verses warn that Christ is coming soon and bless 

those who keep the words of its prophecy. 

 

Two important and complementary themes in Revelation are (1) that the visions given John 

are trustworthy and true and (2) that we are to live in response to these visions. It is one thing 

to intellectually believe the words of God to be accurate. It is another thing to read, mark, 

learn, and take them to heart in such a way that they make a difference in what we believe 

and do. It is not enough to act like a Christian if we don't really trust what God's Word reveals 

about Christ. John unwittingly illustrates the connection between the two when he once 

again falls down to worship at the feet of the angel who is showing him the visions. Once 

again the angel rebukes John and reminds him to worship God alone, recognizing the 

awesome and unrivaled glory of God! We, too, are reminded to worship only the true God 

in response to His gifts of enduring love and eternal life. 

 

The angel instructs John not to seal up but to reveal the words of prophecy, because the 

time is near. What God reveals about Himself and the future is not given us to hide but to 
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share with others, so that they can be ready when the time comes to meet Him face-to-face. 

This is to be the primary mission of all those who believe God's Word to be true: not to 

qualify and enforce proper behavior in this world, but to enable people to qualify for the 

world to come through the salvation brought by Jesus. That seems to be what the angel is 

getting at when he says, "Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile 

continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy 

continue to be holy" (22:11). It's not that God doesn't care about evil—quite the opposite: 

He was crucified to conquer it and will return to remove it! But evil will continue to exist in 

our world until the bitter end, and we should not expect otherwise. Rather than being overly 

focused on behavior, we are called to make sure others have the Savior! 

 

Inheritance Implications 

John Lennon's song “Imagine” urges listeners to "imagine 

there's no heaven" and suggests that living for the present 

will cause all the people of the world to live in harmony. 

John the apostle certainly would have argued the 

opposite, that God's grace, forgiveness, and the certainty 

of heaven motivates believers to live unselfishly here on 

earth, devoting their lives to meeting the needs of others, 

without despairing about the continued existence of evil. 

What do you think? In Revelation does the vision of the 

fantastic inheritance we will receive make us 'so heavenly 

minded we're no earthly good,' or does it motivate us to 'store up treasure in heaven' by 

working for peace and grace rather than personal gain here on earth? 
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How Can You Face the Future without Fear?  

Read Revelation 22:11-16.  

 

Following the final message of the angel, Johns telling of the revelation gives way to the 

voice of Christ, who speaks a series of promises that are intended to bring courage to all 

Christians. First we are reassured that Christ is coming soon and will reward those who have 

worked and suffered on his behalf. The fact that it has been nearly two thousand years since 

Christ announced that he would return soon should not surprise us, since Scripture declares, 

"With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day" (2 Peter 

3:8). Peter assures us that the delay is for our benefit: "The Lord is not slow in keeping his 

promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, 

but everyone to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief" (2 Peter 

3:9-10). Christ himself did not know the time of his return (Matthew 24:36), but from the 

perspective of eternity it will certainly be soon. From a human perspective Christ's return may 

also seem soon, since our life can end at any moment. When the Last Day will occur (from a 

historical perspective) is irrelevant; what is important is to know that it will be soon, that "our 

salvation is nearer now than when we first believed" (Romans 13:11). For those in pain, who 

are afraid that their suffering will be endless, the promise that Christ's return will be soon is 

a source of strength and courage. 

 

In a similar way, those who are afraid of the end of the world, or even the end of their life, 

can find comfort in Christ's assurance that He is "the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the 

Last, the Beginning and the End" (Revelation 22:13). Just as Jesus was involved in our creation 

and accomplished our salvation, so He assures our resurrection and preservation after the 

destruction of our bodies and our world. 

 

"Those who wash their robes" (22:14) are those faithful believers who have had sins forgiven 

because of Christ's blood, shed in their place. Christ's gift entitles believers to immortality 

and fellowship with God in the new heaven in spite of their sins, so that they need not fear 

facing the wrath of God's judgment. Although "we were by nature objects of wrath . . . 

because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even 

when we were dead in transgressions…God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him 

in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the 

incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus" (Ephesians 

2:3-7). 

 

"Those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and every-

one who loves and practices falsehood" (Revelation 22:15) will be excluded from life with 
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God. This warns that all who take sin lightly will not be a part of the new life. Believers, 

however, need not fear that any persecution, corruption, or addiction will afflict us in the new 

heaven and the new earth. 

 

Christ's return will usher in a new and brighter world for us, as the return of the morning star 

brings the light of a new day. As the root of David's family tree, Jesus created this world; but 

as the offspring of David, He obtained a new world for us through his death and resurrection. 

Therefore, no matter what the future holds, we need not fear, because "if God is for us, who 

can be against us?" (Romans 8:31). 

 

Prominent Promises 

The word blessed is often used in Scripture to point out the promises of God. The most 

famous examples are the Beatitudes (from the Latin word for blessed) in Matthew 5:3-12, 

which are promises made by Jesus to those who suffer for His sake. There are also seven 

significant "blessed" statements scattered throughout Revelation that point out the promises 

of God. After looking up each one, write down the answers to three questions: (1) Who is 

considered blessed? (2) Why? (3) What does it mean for me? 

 

Revelation 1:3 

 

 

Revelation 14:13 

 

 

Revelation 16:15 

 

 

Revelation 19:9 

 

 

Revelation 20:6 

 

 

Revelation 22:7 

 

 

Revelation 22:14 
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What’s Your Bottom Line?   

Read Revelation 22:17-21.  

 

The last words of teachers and coaches just before a competition begins are often carefully 

chosen to encourage the best performance possible. They summarize prior instructions, calm 

fears, and urge the competitors to focus on the bottom line, the key that will make the 

difference between "winning and losing, by restating the purpose and desired outcome of 

all that's gone before. 

 

The bottom line for many who read Revelation is to join in the final response of the Holy 

Spirit and the bride of Christ, his people: "Come!" It is an exclamation of exhilaration, a 

pleading prayer, and an outburst of obedience all rolled into one, as when players ready for 

the game shout together, "Let's go!" Those who know the joy of reconciliation with God, 

which came through Jesus' death and resurrection, are ready and waiting—even anxious—

for his return and the remaking of the world. They look forward to a perfect paradise, where 

all people can live in the presence and provision of God. "Amen. Come, Lord Jesus" 

(Revelation 22:20). 

 

Yet others still thirst for the joy and assurance of the salvation won by Christ. To them, Christ 

speaks and says, "Come! Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take 

the free gift of the water of life" (22:17). It is the same invitation recorded in John's account 
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of Jesus' life: "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as 

the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him" (John 7:37-38). The 

water of life is the Holy Spirit of God, which works faith in us and draws others to faith 

through us. Out of gratitude to God for quenching our aching thirst, we share his Word of 

grace and forgiveness, which invites others to "Come!" and discover a quencher for their 

thirst. 

 

The bottom line for some is a warning not to add to or subtract from what God has revealed. 

Such corruption will be punished because it leads people away from the eternal life and 

fellowship with God described in Revelation. Our curious, fallen, sinful nature has caused 

many people to add speculations and sensational theories about the unclear passages of 

Revelation. Sometimes its clear messages are hidden. At other times, our weakness makes us 

want to ignore or eliminate the parts of God's revelation that we find confusing, convicting, 

or disagreeable. At such times, John warns us to beware, lest we lose the gifts of forgiveness, 

freedom, and fellowship with God that have been won for us in Christ. 

 

Ultimately, that free gift, the grace of the Lord Jesus, is the bottom line for all of us, in 

Revelation as throughout Scripture. Until Christ returns, the grace of the Lord Jesus with 

God's people is the hope of the world, the light that brings light to our hearts and enables 

us to fearlessly faithfully face the future. 
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The Best Summary 

You loved the study of the book of Revelation. You want to tell other people what you 

learned. Which of the following statements would you use to tell others what you learned by 

studying Revelation?  

 

“A book of visions and symbols, Revelation is the only New Testament book that 

concentrates on prophecy. It completes the story, begun in Genesis, of the cosmic battle 

between good and evil being waged on earth. It ends with a picture of a new heaven and 

new earth and a plea for Jesus’ timely return.” 

 

“At the heart of Revelation is the same message all Scripture proclaims. Revelation centers 

on Jesus and his defeat of sin, death, and the devil.” 

 

“Apocalypse is another way to translate the Bible’s word for revelation. In the Bible’s 

apocalyptic writings, God inspired his prophets to use exciting word pictures to reveal what 

he promises for his people’s future. Apocalypse, then, is bold, picturesque language that 

describes the coming of Jesus, either his first coming to redeem his people or his final coming 

to take them home. In Revelation this striking picture language appears in seven visions. 

Jesus gave John these visions to describe the New Testament age, the end of the world, 

judgment day, and eternity. The apocalyptic writing in these seven visions resembles the bold 

imagery used by Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, and other Old Testament prophets. With broad 

strokes Revelation paints God’s picture of the church’s struggles in the troubled end times 

and Jesus’ final victory for his people.” 

 

“Usually when people mention the book of Revelation, they immediately think about 

judgment. And without a doubt, much judgment occurs in the book. However, Revelation 

does not end with judgment. Instead, it provides a striking bookend for the entire Bible, 

which begins in Paradise and ends in Paradise. More than judgment on the evildoers, 

Revelation is a book about hope for the faithful in Christ.” 

 

“John’s revelation is an attempt to persuade the small churches to turn away from imperial 

cult worship and toward the true God, who was in charge of history and who will triumph in 

the end. Revelation seeks to accommodate the contradiction of the triumph of God in history 

with the continued oppressive rule of the Romans and other worldly governments.” 
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It’s Simple, Really 

There is a story told of a pastor who was feeling particularly argumentative with a certain 

member of his church with whom he had been disagreeing with. Wanting to put this member 

in his place and show his biblical education, the pastor makes the statement to him: “I bet 

you don’t know what Revelation means.” The man replies, “Yes, I do. Jesus wins.” The pastor 

was dumbfounded.  

 

There are hard things to understand in Scripture. The book of Revelation certainly its fair 

share. That’s why we can thank God for giving us the simpler and clearer passages which 

greatly aid us in understanding this apocalyptic text. In the end, Jesus does win. He has 

already won because of the cross. We wait for the time when he will not only gather us to 

heaven with our soul, but also with our bodies as he will on the Last Day.   

 

Indeed there are many blessings for us from the book of Revelation. May the secure future 

that you have with God because of Christ’s victory motivate you to live each day in a way 

that pleases God and that allows you to make most of the opportunities given to you to 

make our King of Kings known to others.  
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